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Avrtifact Description

| propose an artifact usually reserved to the dimension of human gender: butch
masculinity. | want to continue a project I began last semester, carving along the contours
that butchness makes in subjectivity. | hope that writing about butchness for "Rhetoric
and the Animal™ will let me begin to draw out rich connections between butchness as a
revision of masculinity and other revisions of what it means to be human. By
conceptualizing butchness as revisionary, | associate it with other kinds of masculinities
and genders, ones that butchness must repeat in order to revise.

It's imperative that my discussion of gender refuse to elide the gendered body that
writes and speaks it, and is written and spoken by it. Since my own gendered body will
continue to appear in the academic text | produce—one every bit as citational as the
other—it makes sense to me to make use of my own butchness to show the ways that
gender also marks the body of prose.

Butchness for me is also a deconstruction of the gendered binary between
masculine/feminine: it is a bodily contradiction between historically aligned (and re-
aligned, and mis-aligned) categories of sex, gender, and sexuality. The contradiction
provides many occasions for breaking up commonplaces about masculine gender and the
female body. Butchness tends to be hypervisible in public, drawing attention, remarks,
and responses even from total strangers. Butchness gets challenged by men who view it
as an unauthorized embodiment of a male privilege (namely masculinity) and who will
contest others' access to the territory of masculinity; and it gets challenged by women
who view it as a failure of femininity (especially, in my experience, in public restrooms);
it gets challenged by other butches who don't think your masculinity is tough and
seamless enough; it gets challenged by other queers who wonder why you haven't just
shed your gender altogether like a snakeskin, as if it were possible to simply make a
radical break with so ancient and powerful a citational chain as gender, and masculinity.

Butch masculinity caught up with the question of "the animal™ in several
significant ways, foremost among them this: that to be butch and to be animal has
historically been to be insufficiently human. Some questions this artifact might lead me to
explore in my response papers include: Where masculinity inhabits the definition of the
human, how are non-humans feminized? What does a butch resistance to being
feminized offer in response? If butchness is a subversive route into masculinity as a
privilege reserved for males, what kinds of access does it open (or close off) to the
benefits of that privilege for other people, and animals? What do (stone) butch emotional
styles bespeak for animals about the evident absence of feeling? How is gender used to
fortify the division between human and animal, and what relation does deconstructing
masculinity/femininity bear to deconstructing human/animal?

Finally, 1 want to begin to try to think butchness as part of a rhetoric of humility, a
performative practice of gender that has the potential to take out of masculinity some of
what is toxic in it, that is, to make masculinity vulnerable to revision, and to re-invest the
habits of masculinity (from chivalry to swagger) with a set of revisionist values in hopes
of making (my) masculinity an ethical practice of responsibility.
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Errata:
<http://butchesholdinganimals.tumblr.com/>.

My butch spirit animal: a gay Lisa Frank jaguar.




